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Director’s Message

Congratulations on taking the next step 
towards becoming a gunsmith. You have 
made a wise decision! Now that you’re here, 
I’d like to take a couple minutes to tell you 
why I think Modern Gun School has the 
finest at-home gun repair programs.

Why Modern Gun School? Our programs are applicable and up-
to-date with regards to today’s industry standards. Our time-tested 
materials have been used to train individuals just like you for over 70 
years, serving tens of thousands of students.

At Modern Gun School, we want you to succeed. Our programs 
begin with the basics and move on to the more advanced 
techniques. You work on your studies at your own pace from your 
own workbench. Whether you are an “old hand” at gun repair or 
a beginner, our unique hands-on training materials and access to 
our remarkable staff provide the information and support needed to 
develop your gun repair skills.

Are we the best at-home study program available? We’ve worked 
hard to say “yes!” Yet we continue to work on upgrading and adding 
to our content so that we stay current in this field. Presently, there 
are over 80 million gun owners in America with an estimated 320 
million guns. The demand for gunsmiths has never been greater. 
More importantly, consider doing something you enjoy, something that 
will provide income, security and pleasure for the rest of your life.

It’s hard to condense my pride for the program in a couple of 
paragraphs. Simply stated, at Modern Gun School, your success is 
our goal.

Zeke Stout
Director
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So You Want to Become a Gunsmith
A gunsmith career is a natural choice for those interested in firearms, who like 
figuring out how things work and enjoy working with their hands. Gunsmithing 
can be practiced in any locality from urban to rural. With a thriving firearms 
industry, the demand for quality gunsmithing services is steadily increasing. 
Today, there are over 320 million guns registered in the United States with 1 in 4 
Americans owning a gun. The average gun owner owns 4 guns. Each of these 
guns will require maintenance, repair, adjustment, and cleaning at some point. If 
you are interested in working as a gunsmith there are several career options:

	 •	 Firearms dealerships
	 •	 Hunting or sport shops
	 •	 Armory management
	 •	 Manufacturer/Wholesaler’s representative
	 •	 Your own gunsmith business

Gunsmithing Opportunities
Gunsmithing is a service-based business that can provide a steady revenue 
stream with a small investment in time, training and money.

	 • 	 Service — clean, maintain, repair, refinish and customize rifles, 
		  handguns, and shotguns. Our training covers the jobs that Gunsmiths
		  do on a regular basis.
	 • 	 Convenience — in some areas you may be the only choice for basic 
		  Gunsmithing services. Gunsmith Training provides you with a valuable 	
		  set of skills that will allow you to either make extra money or save
 		  money by doing this specialized work yourself.
	 • 	 Additional Income — Gunsmiths on average make about $50 an hour.
		  Much of this work can be done on weekends or after hours, providing 	
		  you with extra income year-round.

COMMON GUNSMITH SERVICES AND CHARGES

	 SERVICE	 COMPLETION TIME	 MONEY EARNED

	 Clean and Oil Gun	 ½-1 hour	 $50-$100	
	 Rebluing Shotgun/Rifle	 1-2 hours	 $135-$190
	 Sight-in Gun	 ½ 	hour	 $50-$75
	 Install Scope	 ½ 	hour	 $35-$50
	 Wood Finishing	 2 	 hours	 $90-$150
	 Hourly Rate	 1 	 hour	 $40-$80
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Choose Modern Gun School 

Affiliations/Accreditations
• DEAC      • MSA      • Post 9/11     • Montgomery GI Bill
• VA Approved – Military Benefits
Modern Gun School is one of the world’s oldest and one of the largest At-Home 
Gunsmith Schools, the first and still the finest in the most critical areas:

Quality Curriculum
Learn from our time tested course materials and hands-on bench projects. Our 
course materials provide information on the function, design, maintenance and 
repair of guns. Our bench projects present techniques needed to keep your guns 
safe and in top-notch condition.
Our 17 Unit Advanced Gunsmithing Course consists of 65 lessons and   
7 projects. It offers a comprehensive understanding of the firearms industry 
from manufacturing to everyday gun owner operations. This course is designed 
to introduce students to the concepts and skills needed by the professional 
gunsmith.
Our 9 Unit Basic Gun Repair Course is meant for the hobbyist and is a proven 
method of gun repair for the firearms enthusiast. Learn how to properly clean, 
adjust and fine tune your weapons in the 31 lessons and 4 projects included in 
this course.

Correspondence Education
Modern Gun School has been a trusted name in gunsmith training for over 70 
years, serving tens of thousands of students. Each has gone through our unique 
training method which allows them to work from the comfort of their home, in 
their spare time on their own schedule and at their own workbench.

Committed, Responsive Faculty
The Modern Gun School’s dedicated staff is committed to your success and they 
are available to guide and support you throughout your studies. Master gunsmith 
mentors are available when you need them. Our student support team is devoted 
to the same goal: the academic and professional growth of our students.

Economy
Our very affordable tuition for both of our gunsmith programs offers you an 
extraordinary value, you will not find a better training value anywhere else! 
Modern Gun School offers a No-Risk-Money-Back Trial Examination.

Write:	 Student Service Center, PO Box 3773 • Allentown, PA 18106
Call:	 800.493.4114

Time-tested materials

70+ years

Study at your own pace

24/7

Student satisfaction

95%
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Program Information
Admission Requirements
Modern Gun School requires a copy of your High School or General Equivalency Diploma 
for our records. It is also necessary that students are 18 years or older. Prospective 
students should have the ability to read at a 9th grade or higher level.
All applicants must complete and return the Enrollment Agreement along with the required 
down payment for processing or complete their enrollment online.

Tuition
The tuition at Modern Gun School is a set fee that covers the entire program described in 
this catalog. The tuition fee can be found on the Enrollment Agreement and includes all 
lessons, projects, and exam evaluation services, along with your diploma upon completion.

GI Bill® Benefits
MGS is a VA Approved correspondence school, and participates 
with the Montgomery (Chapter 30) and Post 9/11 (Chapter 33) GI 
Bills for the Advanced Gunsmithing course. Contact the school for 
information on using your benefits.

Duration
The two years which Modern Gun School allows for the completion of the program is 
more than adequate for the average person. One six-month extension is available at no 
additional charge. 

Examinations and Grading
After concluding the reading of each unit, students will then complete the required  
examination. Send the answer sheets to our office in the pre-addressed envelope 
provided, or take your exams online. For mailed exams, Grade Reports will be sent to you 
accompanied by page references for incorrect answers. 

     The grading system is as follows: 

      Letter Grade 			              Numerical Equivalent
	 A 		  Excellent		         94-100
	 B 		  Good		          86-93
	 C 		  Satisfactory	         78-85
	 D 		  Passing		          70-77
	 F 		  Failing		          Below 70
	
Your success is important to us. If at any time you need assistance, please contact us. 
We are available to help with any questions you may have about the reading material or 
problems with any of the exams.

Course Interruption
Leaves of absence for a maximum of three months will be granted for good cause. A 
request should be made in writing to the Student Services Department. A leave of absence 
does not extend the required time for completion.
Whether you are earning your diploma for personal or professional reasons, there are 
many opportunities for a trained gunsmith. 
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Program Benefits
A Modern Gun School Education Provides:

Superior Student Services
You are not alone when studying with MGS. Even though there is no formal campus 
or classrooms, we offer assistance to our students that is second to none.

Thorough Testing
You will complete multiple exams and projects to help you gain a thorough 
understanding of the concepts taught.

Ample Time
Students are permitted up to two years to complete their program. There are no 
formal classes to attend, so you can study anytime, anywhere.

Affordable Tuition
Modern Gun School offers one of the most reasonably priced gun repair programs 
in the country. Your tuition cost covers your entire program including all lessons, 
projects, examinations and evaluations―and the material is presented in simple 
everyday language.

Program Assistance
Our education department can be reached by phone call, fax, or email. If you need 
help with your course studies, use our toll-free number to access our staff or email 
your questions to: info@mgs.edu.

No-Risk Refund Policy:

	 •	 10-Day Money-Back Examination. You have 10 days once registered for 	
		  your course to change your mind. If you’re not completely satisfied, simply 	
		  notify us, return the materials and get a full refund.
	 •	 Discontinue At Any Time. After 10 days, you can still discontinue training. 	
		  Whether you are paid in full or on a monthly payment plan you qualify 		
		  for our liberal student return policy – see details on the back of your                       
		  Enrollment Agreement.
	 •	 Take Up to Two and a Half Years to Complete this Course. If you work on 	
		  your Course at a steady pace and complete assignments regularly, you can 	
		  finish in a year or less. But if you need more time, you can take it! We give 	
		  you two and a half years to complete your Course without any additional charge.
	 •	 So there’s no reason to hesitate. You can try our course and if you’re not 
		  completely satisfied, simply send it back to us within ten days of your 
		  enrollment agreement and receive a full refund. There’s no restocking or 		
		  registration fee. It’s that simple.

So why not give us a try?

Write:	 Student Service Center, PO Box 3773 • Allentown, PA 18106
Call:	 800.493.4114
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Binders
We provide binders to store, preserve, and keep your lessons and exams in order. We 
include unit tabs for quick and easy reference. In fact, by placing our Advanced course 
outline in the front of your binder, you will have a perfect index.

Glossary 
The Modern Gun School Glossary contains 17 pages with more than 250 definitions in all. 
This alphabetical list of terms, used in the firearms industry, is sure to become a valuable 
asset and can be used as a lifelong reference.

Gunology
Gunology was originally written as a book for Winchester-Western as a study guide for 
firearms salesman. The Gunology lesson provides a strong foundation to build on. It is a 
great reference, sure to be an excellent addition to your firearms library. 

Reloading Videos accompanied by Reloading Bench Plans
These videos introduce the gun enthusiast to the money-saving hobby of reloading their 
own rifle, shotgun and handgun ammunition. Step-by-step sequences take the mystery 
out of case preparation, primer seating, accurate measuring powder and bullet seating in 
center fire cartridges. 

Micrometer
A practical measuring device for hobbyists and those who like to do it themselves. The 
satin chrome barrel and thimble offer easy to read etched black graduations, and the 
spindle is equipped with a lock for taking repetitive measurements.

Universal Gun Cleaning Kit
This Kit includes everything you need to clean most popular caliber rifles, handguns and 
shotguns.

Trigger Pull Gauge
This trigger pull gauge is calibrated in both ounces and grams for easy calculating. It also 
features a unique finger-tab adjustment and gives positive zero setting.

Gunsmith Apron
A Gunsmithing Apron will help to keep both you and your clothing clean when performing 
regular cleaning and maintenance of firearms.

Digital Caliper
A caliper is designed to precisely measure case length, inside and outside case diameter, 
bullet length, primer pocket depth and overall cartridge length. Features quick repeat and 
measuring speed, an extra large LCD screen and accuracy to 001.

Bore-Light
This specially designed light-conductive translucent rod with offset angle accurately puts 
light where you need it. Light up tight-closefitting areas to spot unwanted defects in the 
bore, hidden chamber recesses, the action, magazine or receiver.

The Mainspring Vise
This is the professional way to compress V-type mainsprings to remove and re-install 
them effortlessly. Much easier on the spring than trying to fight a heavy spring with 
makeshift tools. All-steel for maximum strength.

What you receive with your course: 
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      FFL 123 Combo Kit
Included in the tuition is access to the FFL123 Combo Kit which provides complete 
training on how to obtain a Federal Firearms License. Covering local, state and 
federal requirements, Brandon Maddox walks you through the FFL process from 
start to finish using a proven system that works. 

Firearms Assembly - Two volume set:  
The Official NRA Guide- Pistols and Revolvers and The Official NRA Guide-
Rifles and Shotguns clearly illustrate exploded view diagrams and disassembly 
details. They contain mechanical details for popular handguns, along with detailed 
instructions and accurate exploded-view diagrams that provide the information any 
collector, hunter or shooting enthusiast needs to ensure proper disassembly and 
understand precisely how parts interact. Both of these volumes will be a useful 
addition to your professional library.

A Parchment Diploma
You will receive a Diploma after successfully completing your course. It comes to you 
ready for framing and naturally bears the Modern Gun School seal.

Consultation Service and Support
Our student support continues to be “at your service” even after you complete your 
course.
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7 Hands-On Projects

Both the Advanced and Basic courses include valuable hands-on projects.
The Advanced Course includes 7 Projects and the Basic course includes 4.
All projects, once completed are to be returned with your mail back answer 
sheet to MGS for evaluation. All project requirements MUST BE MET in order 
to receive your diploma.

Stock finishing
The objective of this project is to acquaint the student with 
the basic materials, tools, and procedures required to achieve 
production quality finish on a hardwood gunstock.

Precision filing
The objective of this project is to acquaint the student with the 
metal removal characteristics of common hand files. Promote 
awareness of the requirements for precision in the repair or 
alteration of metal gun parts.

Silver soldering
The objective of this project is to develop the skills to produce 
effective, serviceable solder joints as a means to repair 
damaged parts or as a technique used in pattern making.

Hand tool fabrication
The objective of this project is to fabricate a disassembly tool 
for a Ruger Security Six Revolver or a Ruger GP 100 Revolver 
using common materials and hand tools.

Stone polishing
The objective of this project is to acquaint the student with the 
metal removal characteristics of polishing stones.

Bluing preparation
The objective of this project is to acquaint the student with the 
level of surface cleanliness and polish required to produce a 
production-quality bluing job.

Micromeasurement
The objective of this project is to provide the student with the 
hands-on training in micro-measurement using a digital caliper 
measuring various gun parts to a tolerance of three decimal 
places.

Project 1

Project 2

Project 3

Project 4

Project 5

Project 6

Project 7

Video Tutorials
Retired director, Paul Grumbein provides insight and demonstrates 
procedures to engage learners and accommodate different learning 
styles. All videos can be accessed through MGS’ Student Learning 
Center. 
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Along with being shipped to your home, Modern Gun School now makes its courses
available online, supplying all study guide materials in a convenient digital format.
Students can study on their own time, at their own pace, and from their own
workbench.

What happens when I first enroll?

Once you enroll, within minutes of receiving your thank you, you will receive an email 
with your login information to our Online Student Center. You will be able to login and 
start your studies!
If you do not receive your login information, please check your spam or junk folder. 
The email with your login information may have landed there.
Meanwhile, we will be packing and sending your first shipment of material which will 
be sent UPS with tracking. This shipment includes your welcome information and the 
first printed lesson of the program.
If you have paid your tuition in full, please email us at info@mgs.edu to find out more 
about the access & delivery of your course material since it is released differently than 
what is outlined here.

When do I receive my first project?
The first project ( Stock Finishing ) is sent with Unit 4 and is mailed UPS with tracking
Project 2 (Precision Filing) is sent with Unit 5
Project 3 (Silver Soldering) is sent with Unit 6
Project 4 (Hand Tool Fabrication) is sent with Unit 9
Project 5 & 6 (Stone Polishing & Bluing Preparation) are sent with Unit 10 and 
                      mailed UPS
Project 7 (Micromeasurement) is sent with Unit 11

When are new lessons available?

If you enroll under a monthly tuition plan, your next lesson will release upon your 
next payment and completion of prior exam. Students who do not want to wait for 
their next bill date can make a payment from our website www.mgs.edu 
(The payment portal is in the footer of our website and also accessible through our 
online student center) or by calling our Student Service Center at 800.493.4114.

***Heads up - If you want your lessons to release the same day as making your 
payment, please submit your payment before 11 AM Eastern Standard Time. 

FAQs
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Payments received after 11 AM EST will release course materials the following 
business day.
Any payments received on Saturdays, Sundays or Holidays will be processed during 
our next business day. 

All lessons are available online through our student center. Modern Gun School also 
mails out a printed version of all lessons to the student.

Exams are submitted online

How do I receive & complete my projects?
Projects are mailed to the student for completion. The student then mails back the
completed project for grading. Want to keep the tools & supplies that came along with
your project? Please send us the Mail Back Project Sheet that was enclosed with your
project’s shipment & required payment.

How will this course prepare me to work as a Gunsmith?
The program is designed to develop a proficiency in both the technique & business of
Gunsmithing. It prepares graduates for an entry level position in the gun repair field
through a curriculum that incorporates practical application of learned skills. Included
in the students tuition is access to the FFL123 Combo Kit, which provides complete
training on how to obtain a Federal Firearms License.

Does MGS accept Veterans’ benefits for tuition payment?
MGS is VA approved for the Post 9/11 and Montgomery GI Bills. For more information, 
please visit the Military section of our website or email info@mgs.edu or call us at   
800-493-4114.

Is Modern Gun School Accredited?
Yes. Modern Gun School (MGS) is accredited by the Distance Education Accrediting 
Commission, Washington D.C., and regionally accredited by the Middle States 
Commission on Secondary Schools, Philadelphia, PA.

TO ENROLL visit www.mgs.edu or call us at (800) 493-4114

FAQs



I chose Modern Gun School after 
talking to professional gunsmiths. 
I showed them the courses 
and projects and how the 
projects were graded and 
they all told me to take 
the course!
	 —Gregory

Mount Holly, NC

With what I learned from the 
course I was able to open my own 
shop before even finishing the 
course!

—Robert
Granger, IN

I really enjoyed my time working 
on the projects, and course work. 
Also I really liked the monthly 
payments which made this very 
affordable.

—Charles
Washington, D.C.

This was not my first gunsmithing 
course. But it is by far the 
most comprehensive. Being an 
international student (Canada), 
the student service I received 
was astounding. Every student is 
important to MGS. I felt that first 
hand. Another great fact is even 
though I took this course from 
home, it is still hands on! Perfect for 
my learning style. This is my third 
Gunsmith certification . . . and by 
far, this course was most enjoyable 
and informative. Keep up the great 
work all of you at Modern Gun 
School!

—Doug
Regina, Canada

What Modern Gun Students Say

This is a solid course. Covers all 
the basics of getting started in 

gunsmithing or doing your 
own repair and upgrades. 

I thoroughly enjoyed get-
ting each new lesson and 
still look back on them for 
notes and guidance.

—Greg
Fort Collins, CO

After first hearing about the pro-
gram I had serious doubts, so I did 
some research. I found that the 
Advanced Gunsmith Course cov-
ered all I could ask for and more so 
I jumped in! From the first day I felt 
welcome and that I mattered due 
to your attention to student needs 
and timely responses to questions. 
The course work was challeng-
ing yet very insightful and it really 
helped me expand my skillset. 
After I graduated from the course 
I began working out of my home, 
doing small odd jobs to get a little 
cash. I decided to open my own 
business, start a brand . . .My name 
began to spread, my reputation for 
great work got me a lot of attention 
and I had to expand. Recently I 
joined up with a local FFL Gunshop 
and now I’m making a living doing 
what I love . . . the skills I obtained 
in Modern Gun Schools Advanced 
Gunsmithing program helped me 
to achieve my goals . . . my dream. 
Thank you MGS for all you have 
done, I will always recommend you 
to ANYONE asking about learning 
the trade.

—Matt
Henderson, NV



Student Service Center
P.O. Box 3773, Allentown, PA 18106

Tel: 800-493-4114
Fax: 610-871-0034
Website: www.mgs.edu
email info@mgs.edu

Master Gunsmith “Skip” Walters III

Licensure, Accreditation and Memberships 
Modern Gun School’s credentials are your assurance that Modern Gun School meets quality 
educational and business standards set by reputable organizations that have assessed our 
programs and business operations.

Modern Gun School is:
• Approved by the Delaware Department of Education as a private business and trade school.
• Nationally accredited by the Accrediting Commission of the Distance Education Accrediting
  Commission (DEAC), Washington, D.C.
• Regionally accredited by the Middle States Commission on Secondary Schools,
  Philadelphia, PA
• Approved for Veteran Educational Benefits by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs


